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The best upholstered bed frame is the one that matches your room size, sleeping habits and 
style. Chesterfield frames suit traditional and eclectic rooms, wingback frames feel cosy and 
enclosed, panelled frames look modern, and velvet frames create a luxury feel. For most UK 
bedrooms, a solid timber double or king frame in a hardwearing fabric offers the best long term 
value. Every list of the Buy Upholstered Bed Frame ends up subjective, because the best frame 
for a compact flat is not the best frame for a large master bedroom. What we can do is compare 
the popular styles honestly, explain what each one offers and help you match a design to the 
way you live. This guide walks through the main styles UK buyers choose, along with the 
fabrics, features and tradeoffs that matter. 

 

What Makes an Upholstered Bed Frame The Best? 

A great frame does four things well. It supports the mattress properly, it stays stable and quiet 
for years, it looks good in your room and it is comfortable to sit against. Quality shows in the 
hidden details dense foam that does not flatten, tight stitching, a solid timber frame and sensible 
slat spacing. Any best upholstered bed frame should be judged on those foundations before its 
fabric or colour, and the Style Beds range is a good place to compare them side by side. It also 
helps to think about who is using the bed. Couples need a wider, sturdier base. Children need 
durable, clean fabric. Guests need something simple and comfortable. Reading in bed calls for 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product-category/bed-frames/


a taller, thicker headboard. Listing your priorities before you browse narrows the options quickly 
and prevents impulse buying based on photographs alone. 

Chesterfield Upholstered Bed Frames 

The Chesterfield is one of the most recognisable upholstery styles in Britain. It is defined by 
deep button tufting, rolled edges and a rich, structured look. On a bed, that translates into a 
grand headboard with a luxurious, hotelsuite atmosphere. It works well in period homes, but a 
strong colour or a plain fabric also lets it sit comfortably in more contemporary rooms.If you love 
this look, the Florence Chesterfield Frame is a natural place to start. It is a Chesterfield 
upholstered bed frame with a low profile build, plush velvet, teddy bouclé or Naples fabric and 
nine headboard heights. Choose a subtle shade if you want the tufting to be the star, or a deep 
velvet for drama. Heavily tufted headboards collect dust in the buttons, so vacuum gently every 
few weeks. 

ChesterfieldStyle Storage Beds 

Some buyers love the Chesterfield look but need practical storage as well. Pairing a tufted 
headboard with an underbed base gives you classic character above and working space 
beneath, which is ideal in a smaller bedroom. The Park Lane ChesterfieldStyle Storage Bed is a 
Chesterfield style storage bed with a deep button tufted headboard and underbed drawers, 
available in double and king. Drawers need floor space to slide out, so measure the gap at the 
foot and sides before you order. 

Wingback Upholstered Bed Frames 

Wingback frames take their name from armchairs, and the idea is the same side panels that 
curve forward to frame your head and shoulders. The result feels protective and cosy, and many 
people find it makes a bedroom feel more like a retreat. The wings can also help block a little 
draught and light from the sides, which is a small but real benefit in older properties. The Otley 
Wing Bed Frame is a wingback upholstered bed frame in soft ivory with a fluted headboard and 
wide winged sides. It looks best in a room with enough width, because the wings add several 
centimetres either side of the mattress. Measure carefully if you plan to place bedside tables 
close to the frame. 

Panelled and Ottoman Designs 

Panelled headboards use flat or lightly channelled sections of padding, giving a tidy, tailored 
look. They suit modern and minimalist rooms and pair well with simple bedding. Because there 
are no deep buttons, they are also easier to clean, which makes them a sensible option for busy 
households. Add a liftup base and you get a very practical bed. The Ritz Elegant Panelled 
Ottoman Bed is an upholstered ottoman bed frame with a tall panelled headboard, a matching 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/florence-chesterfield-frame/
https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/otley-wing-bed-frame/
https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/otley-wing-bed-frame/


footboard and fullbase gaslift storage. You can keep spare bedding or luggage out of sight, 
which makes it one of the most popular choices in small UK bedrooms. 

Velvet and Luxury Fabric Frames 

If you want a frame that feels special, velvet is hard to beat. It has a soft texture and a natural 
sheen that changes with the light, which gives even a simple silhouette real presence. Deep 
jewel shades, muted pastels and soft neutrals all look striking in velvet, and the fabric feels 
wonderful against the skin when you lean back against the headboard. Consider the Luxury 
Plush Velvet Bed if you want a luxury upholstered bed frame that becomes the centrepiece of 
the room. It has a tall, rectangular princess style headboard in deep pile velvet, with an optional 
gaslift ottoman base. Velvet can show pressure marks and pick up pet hair, so brush it lightly in 
one direction and keep it away from strong direct sun. 

 

Modern and Minimalist Frames 

Not everyone wants ornate detail. Modern frames strip the design back to clean lines, low 
profiles and quiet colours. They suit small bedrooms because they take up less visual space, 
and they make it easy to update the room, as bedding and accessories carry the personality 
rather than the frame itself. The Anna Upholstered Bed is a modern upholstered bed frame with 
a clean, contemporary silhouette in plush velvet, with an optional ottoman base. It is often the 
most flexible long term buy, since a simple shape does not date quickly. Choose a neutral tone if 
you like to redecorate, or a single strong colour for a subtle statement. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/luxury-plush-velvet-bed/
https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/luxury-plush-velvet-bed/


Comparison of Popular Upholstered Bed Frame Styles 

Style Look and Feel Best Room Type Storage Option Maintenance 

Chesterfield Classic, tufted, 
luxurious 

Period and 
eclectic rooms 

Drawer version 
available 

Vacuum tufting 
regularly 

Wingback Cosy, enclosed, 
traditional 

Larger 
bedrooms 

Ottoman version 
available 

Brush or vacuum 
gently 

Panelled 
ottoman 

Neat, tailored, 
practical 

Small to medium 
rooms 

Yes, gaslift Easy wipe and 
vacuum 

Velvet Rich, soft, 
dramatic 

Statement 
bedrooms 

Optional 
ottoman 

Brush in one 
direction 

Modern 
minimalist 

Clean, simple, 
flexible 

Any room Optional Simple to clean 

How to Match a Frame to Your Room 

Start with the size of the room. In a bedroom under about 3 metres wide, a compact double or a 
low profile frame keeps the space feeling open. In a larger room, a king or super king with a tall 
headboard fills the wall and stops the bed looking lost. Ceiling height matters as well; a very tall 
headboard in a low room can feel oppressive. Then consider light. A dark velvet frame in a 
small, dim room can make the space feel heavy, while a pale fabric in a sunny room can look 
washed out. Hold up fabric samples in the actual room before you decide. For a spacious room, 
the Kemalena Frame works as a super king size upholstered bed frame with a tall padded 
headboard, and its headboard height can be chosen from 50 to 90. 

Fabric Tips That Save Regret 

Pick a fabric for how you live, not how it looks in a photograph. Households with children or pets 
should lean towards tightly woven fabrics that resist snagging and wipe clean. If you have 
allergies, choose a fabric that is easy to vacuum, since smooth surfaces collect less dust than 
deep piles. Always request a fabric swatch, because screens can distort colour. For buyers with 
a limited budget, there is good news you can still find sturdy, attractive designs without paying 
premium prices. The Kai Frame Bed is a cheap upholstered bed frame with a panelled 
headboard, a solid slatted base and 40+ fabric colours, so read the specification for timber and 
slat details before you commit. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/kemalena-frame/


Getting the Details Right 

Small details separate a good frame from a great one. Look at the stitching around the 
headboard edges, the cleanliness of corners and whether the fabric is stretched evenly without 
wrinkles. Sit against the headboard if you can, because padding that feels soft in the showroom 
may compress quickly if the foam is low density. Feet should be secure, and centre legs on 
larger sizes should be well fixed. If you like individual touches, look for thoughtful finishing. The 
Shifman Premium Bed is a designer upholstered bed frame with bordered panels, a matching 
panelled footboard and chrome finished legs. These details help it look more expensive than it 
is, though the underlying build should still be the priority. 

Where to Buy 

Buy from a retailer that publishes clear dimensions, materials and delivery information, with a 
proper warranty and returns policy. Read reviews with a critical eye, and remember that 
specialist bed retailers tend to offer more choice than general stores. Style Beds handbuilds its 
frames in West Yorkshire and offers a 3year warranty and a 30night trial. The Bromley Bed 
Frame is a handcrafted upholstered bed frame with a solid slatted base and a low profile panel 
headboard, and it shows the level of detail worth looking for. 

Final Thoughts 

The best upholstered bed frame balances style, comfort and construction. Decide how much 
storage you need, choose a fabric that fits your household and pay close attention to the hidden 
build quality. Whether you love a tufted Chesterfield, a cosy wingback or a clean modern shape, 
the right frame will make your bedroom feel finished and welcoming. 

Frequently Asked Questions(FAQs) 

What is the best upholstered bed frame for a small bedroom? 

A panelled ottoman or low profile modern frame usually works best, as it saves space and adds 
hidden storage. 

Which fabric is best for an upholstered bed frame? 

It depends on your lifestyle. Velvet is luxurious, chenille and woven fabrics are durable and faux 
leather is easy to wipe clean. 

Are Chesterfield beds still in fashion? 

Yes, Their classic look has stayed popular for decades and works in both traditional and 
contemporary interiors. 

https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/shifman-premium-bed/
https://stylebeds.co.uk/product/shifman-premium-bed/


Can I choose custom upholstered bed frames? 

Some retailers offer a choice of fabric, colour and headboard height. Check delivery times, as 
made to order pieces usually take longer. 

How tall should a headboard be? 

Around 100 to 120 cm suits most people. Choose taller if you sit up in bed often, or lower if the 
room has sloping ceilings. 

Do upholstered beds go out of style? 

Simple, neutral designs age gracefully. Very trendy colours may date faster, so pick the colour 
with care. 
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